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    Sure, it seems as though Bitter Bitter 
Weeks borrows many a page from The 
Shins.  Bitter Bitter Weeks has a nice folk/
pop/indie rock vibe with a vocalist who 
pines for something better, like James 
Mercer.  
    However, listen closer and you realize 
that Bitter Bitter Weeks is more than that.  
Peace is Burning is for anyone who has 
felt isolated, frustrated, or angry.  In other 
words, if you’ve been alive for more than 
ten years you’ll understand this album. 
    Bitter Bitter Weeks is indeed bitter.  
They tire of the destruction and corruption 
of the world around us.  The most 
poignant is the closing track, “Sincerely, 
the Last Century,” where the band 
expresses the sentiment: “Don’t look back 
for our wisdom; don’t look back for our 
reasoning.  Tell them it’s all rusting.  You 
know we destroy.”
    Yet there is always a chance life will 
improve.  Despite their dark lyrics, Bitter 
Weeks provides the listener a sense of 
hope with their gentle guitar chords and 
sweeping choirs.  It’s as though you can 
see the sun peaking through the storm 
clouds, but by the time this album wraps 
up, it’s still storming.  

-Kris Fossett

    This double disc set is both a pleasure 
and a torture session. Audiophyle have 
plenty of fi ne material to offer, but they 
work overtime to ensure that the bad 
overwhelms the good. The fi rst eleven 
songs are enjoyable slabs of sludgy 
hard rock. Lying somewhere between 
metal, punk, and grunge, they benefi t 
from an otherworldly atmosphere and 
Tia Refaits’ vocals. Whether whispering 
gently or screaming her face off, Refait 
always fi nds the right approach. Even 
when the songs run together or lack 
memorable riffs, their improvisational 
vibe and ambient presence keeps the CD 
interesting and unpredictable. But then 
there’s the rest of the album. 
    Starting with the last two songs on the 
fi rst disc and lasting through all of disc 
two, the listener is treated to one boring, 
unlistenable instrumental after another. 
There are already enough good tracks 
on COG to make for one solid LP, and 
cdbaby.com sells the whole package for 
just ten dollars. Still, Audiophyle jam-
packed this album with so much garbage 
that it diminishes the quality of the earlier 
tunes. Perhaps future releases should 
focus on one style or the other.

 -- Kevin McKeon 

    Jumping from genre to genre is a very 
diffi cult task.  If you can pull it off, it 
works brilliantly and you’re hailed as one 
of the most original bands in years.  If you 
can’t, well, then you usually just come 
across as a mish-mashed mess.
    Offi cer Roseland falls somewhere 
in-between nailing genre bending and a 
mess.  Their music is exciting and wacky 
enough to capture the listener’s attention, 
but they can’t keep it up for a full-length 
album.  There’s too much, and the listener 
feels lost at the end.
    One minute they sound like The Gin 
Blossoms, the next Ween, then they go 
from one Mike Patton band to the next 
with some Primus throw in for good 
measure.  The last song, “Cookie Puss” 
sounds like the Latin rock/pop band, 
Los Lonely Boys, which leaves listeners 
scratching their heads trying to process 
what they just heard.
 That being said, there is lots 
of potential here for Offi cer Roseland.  
There’s no denying they have an original 
sound.  They just need to fi nd the genres 
they can transcend well and stick with 
them.

-Kris Fossett  
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Leiana:
No Going Back

    If Leiana were a cat, she’d purr like 
the revved up engine of a Pontiac.  For 
pure rock with a little bit of style and 
shred added in, look no further than 
this album.  In the past, Leiana has 
been backed by established musicians 
like Chuck Treece (Bad Brains, 
McRad), and Roy Mayorga (Soulfl y, 
Sepultura).  But this time around, she 
has come into her own with a lineup 
of fresh and talented faces.
    A lot of parts (particularly the 
choruses) on No Going Back are 
repetitive, but in a good way.  They’re 
addictive and bound to make the 
listener sing and move along.
The instrumental work is tight; guitars 
shred and drums pound.  For a hard 
rock/punk singer, Leiana has an 
excellent vocal range (check out the 
title track, “Friend” and “Suffer”).
    Leiana and her band are currently 
coming off a month-long tour of 
Japan, but hopefully they’ll be back in 
a Philadelphia club soon.  Seeing them 
live is one great experience.

-- Bill McThrill
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Victor Victor Band:
Self Titled

    Right from the get go this CD has 
a driving rock and roll sound.  The 
songwriting is well thought out and the 
lyrics are put together very well.  You can 
feel the emotion but it’s not overbearing.   
Pete Cornell and Keith Manino wrote 
their fi rst song, “Better Than A Killer”, 
together in about 20 minutes.  At that 
point they knew they had a good thing 
and Black Market Radio grew.  
    The CD opens with “Wave” and 
continues to grab your attention with 
songs like “Warned You,” “Better Than 
A Killer” and “Fight For Your Life”.  The 
pace changes from song to song but the 
momentum of the Better Than A Killer 
is NEVER compromised.  For music to 
stand out, it has to have an edge.  This 
music has an edge to it.  Also, Pete’s 
Seattle roots can be felt at different times 
throughout the CD.  It’s one of those 
things I don’t think you can leave totally 
and wholly behind.
    Black Market Radio will be at the 
Grape on August 23rd and their CD hits 
stores in early August.  Check Black 
Market Radio out at myspace.com/
blackmarketradionyc, or www.black
marketradionyc.com.  You will also 
see a feature story about Black Market 
Radio in the September edition of The 
Compendium.

-Markus

Victor Victor Band – Self Titled

This is a husband and wife team where 
she plays the drums and he plays a 
right handed guitar left handed.  This is 
a very garage sounding EP.  It’s a raw 
sound with lots of feedback.  Victor 
Victor is very Stooges and White Stripes 
infl uenced.  My favorite song on the EP 
is the instrumental “Do”.  It’s a great 
jam.  Not a fan of the fi rst song, “Modest 
Times”, but I do like “Lost and Found” 
and “Victor Luck”.  “Victor Luck” has a 
Foxy Lady meets I Wanna Be Your Dog 
vibe.  I think that with these four songs 
Victor Victor has recorded, they are on 
the right path.  Haven’t seen their live 
show, but after listening to their EP I’d 
bet it’s a fun set to see: sweaty, rocky 
and raw.  Keep this band on your radar; 
check them out live.  Myspace.com/
victorvictorband.   

-Markus




